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(city and state or country) of manufacturer when mentioning drugs, tools, instruments,
prostheses, designs software, etc. Statistical methods used must be described. Studies
must include experiments and/or control groups; otherwise, actions implemented for
bias avoidance must be explained, as well as their potential effect on study conclusions.
Statistical terms, abbreviations and most symbols should be defined. The software
used should be stated.
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and address of the author to whom correspondence, galley proofs and offprint requests
will be sent.
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Abbreviate units of measure only when used with number. Chemical, physical, biologic
and clinical units must be always strictly defined. Abbreviations used in figures or tables
should be defined in the legend.
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in the abstract. The abstract may not exceed 250 words.
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Provide the minimum background information that will orient the general reader.
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Methods
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For methods that are used without significant modification, citation of the original work
will suffice. Ethical standards met by researchers for both animal and human studies
must be briefly described. Studies in humans must have express authorization by the
local ethics committee for clinical trials, which must be clearly stated in the manuscript.
That means that informed consent was obtained from each patient included in the study
and that the study protocol conforms to the ethical guidelines of the 1975 Declaration of
Helsinki (1983 Revision). Any paper that is a randomised controlled trial should adhere
to the guidelines that can be found at the following web-site: www.consort-statement.
org. Refer to individual patients by number, not by initials. Particularly in figures, names,
initials and hospital numbers must not be included. When experiments carried out
in animals are described, provide assurance that all animals received humane care

Discussion
Except in review articles, a thorough inclusion of literature references is not necessary. Own findings shall be related to those of previous investigations, and differences
between results obtained and those seen by other authors will be noted. The discussion
should not include new results. Implications of the findings should be discussed, including possible explanations and implications for clinicians, minimizing reiteration of the
results, avoiding repetition of material in the introduction, and keeping a close focus on
the specific topic of the paper. Care should be taken not to overstate the importance of
findings or to draw conclusions which are not fully justified by the data.
Likewise, the authors should comment the strengths and weaknesses of the study
and the unanswered questions and future research.
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